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About the begimning of Way 1921 owing to the serious 1llness of some of the members of our

Flving Columm on the advice of our M.0. we were ordered to sepsrste for a week or so in order to get special
treatment. e accordingly went in groups of four: or five to dlfferent districts. I accompanied our Columm
Leader Denis Quille to ¥rs Walshe's at Tullamore. "

On ¥onday evening the ©th Yay I was chatting to him oubside Walshed when Capt.Patrick Dal ton
and Capt.C.Dee called and asked if trev could go to a Retreat‘jﬁ-ch. was being given by the Redemptorist
Rathers at Athea a village some miles awav on the T imerick Kerry Border. This permission was given with a
werning to them to travel along the byve roads and thro the ﬂ.‘m (eolumns had regvlar defined routes thro
the country districts which were comparativelvw safe). Capt.?ﬁlshe followed afterwards. All were &m to
rejo’'n the Column again on Wednesdav night or at latest on WV.

On the following Wednesdav evening a Battalti%n;rﬂouncil meetine of the 6th Pattaléion was
held at Coolard and at this meeting there were present mongﬂ tthers Capts.Jerrvy Lvons and Christy Rroder
(Duagh) who had that evening returned from a Convention at Trgﬁe The two latter left the following morn-
ing - THFURSDAY - about 6 c'eloe” to get home to Duagh via Kn@!?ﬂure end "i}morna. @hen near Fnockanure
Christy Broder left for fiiends of his a short distance away tg, Gortdromagowvna while Jerry Lyons travelled
on and waited for him at Tim Carroll's (Cov.Cavnt. nockanure) . : After some time Jerry went on alone leaving
word for Christy to follow him, Tuckily the latter delayed ﬁd thus escaped the awful fate of the others.
At Gortglanna Bridge Jerry met Con.Dee, Paddy Walsh and Paddy Dalton. Having much of interest to tell one
another thev remained chatting. 0f what occurred then T hed better let vou have the following statement
of Con.Dee which was sworn at Tarbert In June 1921:

" GORTGLANNA"
(12%h Vay 1921).

copPY/ SWORN STATEMENT OF CORNELIUS: DEE (SURVIVOR) SWORN REFORE THOWAS R.HILL,J.P. TARBERT IN JUNE 1921.

About 9.30 a.m. on Thursday Vay 12th 1921 I, Cornelius Dee, accompanied by Patriek Dalton and
Patrick Walsh, left Athea, unarmed where we had been attendiﬁg g Vission given by the Redemptorist Fathers.

We were walking alones the road leading to IListowel when at GCortaglanna Bridge we met Jerry Lyons -

e was cyclinge. Fe dismounted and begen talking about various happenings. After a few minutes Paddy

| alshe suggested that we should go into a field as it wouid bo safer than the roadside, we moved and were
just inside the fence when we heard the noise of a Lorrye. ftke cover, lads, I advised and we tried to
.conseal ourselves as hest we could. Jerr,v Tyons, Paddy B_nﬂbn and I took cover immediately. Paddy Walshe
ran to the end of a field and lay”’down. Very soon we wmv"?;nrrounded by men in R.,I.C. uniforms. We are
done, Connie, sald Paddy Dalton. Come out, lads, I _said, nﬁth our hands up. Paddy Lyons, Paddy Dalton
and myself stood with our hands over our heads; Paddy Wal Y ran towards us, we were met with a torrest of
ghuse and mmr& remermber such

'ngrars Ve Becoww= we have got the real root
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we have got the Flying Colum". We were asked our names ‘ﬁn them correctlv, we were searched and

,.,‘

found unarmed, having nothing but a copy of the Irish Inﬁ 1 c t. We were then compelled to undress and

while we were fastening our clothes again we were beaten ith riﬂ“, struek with revolvers and thrown on
the ground and ¥icked in trying to save ourselves. Then we were separated some distance from each other,
med to bear me with their rifles and hit me

; and
wlth their fists: after ebout 20 minutes we were marehed towards the road/t-en to the Lorries. Paddy

four or five men came around each of us and my captors con

walshe and Paddy Dalton were put in the first Lorryv; I was i‘put in the second and Jerry Lvons in the third.
The T,orries were then driven for ‘about half a mile towardatthu. They were then stopped and turned roundj;
Paddy Walsh and Paddy Dalton were chenged to the Lorry in ich I was. Jerry Lyons was not changed out
of the last Lorry which was now first. The lorries were {ken driven the same road for sbout a mile. We

were then ordered out of them. I looked at my companions| I wes saw blood on Jerrvy Tyons face and on
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were then asked to rim but we refused;

Paddy mm'aﬁm; Paddy Dalton was bleeding from the noses
we were tglﬁ;é’ltm with the rifles and ordered into a fleld m by the roasdside we refused but were forced
into the field. Ve :skod for 2 trial but the Black and Tans lnum and jeered and celled us murderers.

ve pere mt !nt 1ine facing a fence sbout 40 vards from the road - I was placed first on the right,
Jerry Lyons ac Dal ton next and "addy Walshe on the 191‘%%, Then & Blaek and Ten with & rifle leaned
on the fece s 4n front of each of us about 5 yards awave. ;?oro were about then more Rlack and Tans
standing b‘w tﬂ: I looked straight into the face of the iq in front of me. Ve delaved about 20
seconds as 1? he mli 1i%e one of his companions to fire firtt.;f‘ The second Rlaek and Tan fired - Jerry

Lyoss flung up hm, moaned and fell hackwards. I glmed nhim noticed blood coming om his waisteoat,
dod in the right thigh - my leg bent under

I turned round and ran. I was gone about 12 yards when I got wou

me but I held on running although I had to limp. I felt that I wes being chased and I heard the bullets

. - |
past me. +

one of the Lorries was driven along the road on m szangzbetf mv front and fire was Vept up

*m it. 'After I had run roz- about 2 mile and half I threw a coat collar tie and puttees. The Tans

"w’ﬂ-mmg af'ter me for fully three miles; when too ted to rm further I flung myself into @
&lﬁ"’n oates garden. I ‘i there for about 45 minutes
: > 'IS& gpr about 40 vards. I was limping so mueh that one of &fl went for a car end I was taken to a house.

t'o men came along; they assisted me to

I miltd Head Constable Smith Listowel slong the Black and m. present also Constable Raymond and there
- mq&in the uniférm of @ District Inspector of the ReIeCe

- i /
lladdand at Dee's escavne the infuristed Tans butchered his comrades- thev were a ghastly sig‘;&t
when remains tm. given over & couple of devs afterwards to the rqlttivgs.
Tuekily Con Dee was found by one of our own men = Bull Sullivan of Derrvy - and a friendly
fanwd named Iﬁchlol YeCarthy of Collbwee. ¥hen he had been taken to a place of safety Donal came on to
e m he reported the terrible tragedy to Denls ouille and arrengements were then nade for Dee's
"Adirferent district es of course the esemy would comb out the whole place in order to destroy
Ol of their ghastly erime. The whole district was raided that night and the following day and
e with their lving propegande the Britlish reported there was an awbush at Cortaglenna - but
_ no ambush had taken nlece there and thet those captured were unarmed, Dec was removed safelys
or ‘some time afterwards he was somewhat nervy and w but 414 much good work,
v Despite the threats of the Plack and Tans, Lq?&iulo' and ¥1litary buge crowds of people
m gcé to the funerals of the murdered Officers at CGale, m and Athes where their Colurm comrades pald
the last prouds tribute. In treir fury the Tans again at: ed to capture the Firing Partles at these
ploees but Iuekily 81l eseaped. ‘ ]
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Sueh tragedies es “ortaglanna caused & nauulum ruling of horror emongst the people agaln-

st the Npitish Forees and instead of inspiring terror onlyrm to make the Irish more determined in their

1{t‘tmint:m'wm to British misrvle. R h
i i
, And now when we pass along by Gortaglanna we seem to hear in the sighing of the wind thro the

Glm the moans of our dving comrades and their plaintive ea!}l for help- when thunderstorm bursts over the

"“‘3* %111 1t peminds us of the sweeping powerful victory humanity will vet gein over Sassenach oppresslion; in

sur hearts we pray that the dav of reckonins mav come soon a8 in our minds we think of those inspiring

lines of Teresa Brayton:
“The dev will end with the settins of the Sun

Bynt the fame of the noble o

w11l live £111 the nttermost sands are run
0f the Tand that thev died to free

The Justice of God is 11MS shod

And tyrents pass in a day
But Vartyrs blood and the Pndhna sword
7111 be saviours of men for ave'.
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